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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: NEW TENSIONS IN THE CDU/CSU CAMP 

SUMMARY: INTERNAL CDU WRANGLING, AND A CSU RESURRECTION 
OF THE FOURTH-PARTY IDEA, HAVE BESET THE UNION IN THE 
PAST FEW DAYS. THEY REFLECT PENT-UP OPPOSITION 
FRUSTRATION OVER THE STALEMATE IN BONN, AND THE (SO 
FAR) UNPRODUCTIVE LEADERSHIP OF HELMUT 
KOHL. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . IN THE PAST WEEK, THE CDU/CSU CAMP HAS PUBLICLY 
OPENED OLD WOUNDS IN ITS RANKS. THE ISSUE IS WHAT COURSE 
THE OPPOSITION MUST FOLLOW IN ORDER TO REGAIN POWER IN 
BONN, AND HOW TO TREAT THE FDP. 

2. ON MAY 17, CDU BUNDESTAG DEPUTY TODENHOEFER 
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(RHINELAND-PALATINATE) PUBLICLY CRITICIZED THE 
"DESOLATE" SITUATION IN HIS PARTY, AND ITS ''ELABBY ' 

POSTURE TOWARD THE FDP. TODENHOEFER ARGUED THAT THE 
UNION SHOULD ATTACK BOTH COALITION PARTIES AS CORE- 
SPONSIBLE FOR THE FRG'S PROBLEMS. TODENHOEEER REPEATED 
THESE REMARKS SEVERAL TIMES IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS, 
CLAIMING THAT THE CDU GRASS-ROOTS AGREES WITH HIM. 

HE TRIED, WITH LITTLE SUCCESS, TO EXEMPT HELMUT KOHL 
FROM HIS CRITIQUE: "I M NOT OPPOSING KOHL, BUT I WANT 
KOHL FINALLY TO MAKE (POLITICAL) OPPOSITION." 

3. PUBLIC REACTION FROM THE CDU CAMP WAS QUICK TO 
CRITICIZE WHAT TODENHOEFER HAD SAID, ESPECIALLY HIS 
CHOICE OF A PUBLIC FORUM. PARTY WHIP HENNINGER, AND 
LAND CHIEETAINS STOLTENBERG (SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN) AND 
VOGEL (RHINELAND-PALATINATE) EXPRESSED THEIR UNHAPPINESS. 
THE CDU LEADERSHIP WILL DISCUSS TODENHOEFER'S REMARKS 
AT ITS REGULAR MEETING ON MAY 24. (IT IS KNOWN THAT A 
LARGE GROUP OF UNION POLITICIANS AGREE WITH TODENHOEFER, 
BUT WOULD PREFER TO DEBATE THE ISSUE PRIVATELY.) 

4. BEFORE THE TODENHOEFER STORM HAD SUBSIDED, THE CSU 
BEGAN A RERUN OF ITS KREUTH EEUD WITH THE CDU. IN 

A DER SPIEGEL INTERVIEW RELEASED OVER THE WEEKEND, THE 
LEADER OF THE CSU GROUP IN THE BUNDESTAG (ZIMMERMANN) 
RESURRECTED THE "FOURTH PARTY" IDEA. HE CALLED IT A 
VALID CONCEPT WHICH KOHL IS CONSIDERING AND WHICH THE 
JOINT CDU/CSU STRATEGY COMMISSION WILL DISCUSS, 
PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF WHAT HAPPENS IN THE FOUR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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STATE ELECTIONS NEXT YEAR. ASKED WHETHER KOHL WILL LEAD 
THE UNION TICKET IN 1980, ZIMMERMANN BLUNTLY SAID THAT 
"NO ONE IS AUTOMATICALLY ANYTHING." 
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5. ZIMMERMANN'S INTERVIEW BROUGHT A QUICK REPLY FROM 
HEINRICH GEISSLER, CDU SECRETARY GENERAL AND A LOYAL 
KOHL MAN. GEISSLER CONFIRMED THAT THE CDU, WHILE 
WILLING TO DISCUSS THE IDEA OF A FOURTH PARTY, BELIEVES 
THAT SUCH A GROUP WOULD BE NARROWLY BASED AND LACK THE 
BREADTH OF A TRUE "PEOPLE'S PARTY." MOREOVER, GEISSLER 
OPINED THAT THE UNION BELIEVES IT CAN ATTAIN CONTROL 
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IN BONN WITHOUT A FOURTH PARTY. IN THIS CONNECTION, HE 
PRAISED THE "MODELS " OF THE CDU/EDP COALITIONS IN LOWER 
SAXONY AND THE SAARLAND. GEISSLER EXPLICITLY RULED OUT 
ANY DIRECT COMPETITION BETWEEN THE CDU AND THE CSU, 
EITHER NATIONALLY OR IN BAVARIA. HE CONFIRMED THAT 
THE JOINT CDU/CSU STRATEGY COMMISSION WILL MEET IN JUNE. 

6. THE ABOVE SUGGESTS THAT THE CDU'S INTRAMURAL 
SQUABBLE, AND ITS TENSIONS WITH THE CSU OVER THE 
STRATEGY COMMISSION AND THE FOURTH PARTY, WILL CONTINUE 
TO PLAGUE HELMUT KOHL IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. TODENHOEFER 
HAS HEADLINE-GRABBING INSTINCTS AND ENJOYS NO BROAD 
SUPPORT IN HIS PARTY, BUT HIS CRITICISM HIT A NERVE IN 
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FOCUSSING UNHAPPINESS OVER KOHL'S LEADERSHIP, HIS 
CODDLING OE THE EDP TO DATE, AND HIS INABILITY SO FAR TO 
ACHIEVE CLEAR ADVANTAGES TO THE UNION IN BONN EVEN 
AS THE GOVERNMENT COALITION HAS ELOUNDERED. 

STOESSEL 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY UNITY, COALITION GOVERNMENT, OPPOSITION PARTIES, PARTY FACTIONS, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN08774 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 83-0726 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770530/aaaaazje.tel 

Line Count: 175 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 8fd5428c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2416256 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW TENSIONS IN THE CDU/CSU CAMP SUMMARY: INTERNAL CDU WRANGLING, AND A CSU RESURRECTION OF THE FOURTH- 
PARTY IDEA, HAVE BESET THE UNION IN 
TAGS: PINT, GE, CDU/CSU, (KOHL, HELMUT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8fd5428c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



